
 

 

 

JAMES BOWMAN YOUNG ARTIST PROGRAMME 2026 

●​ Our training programme for 4 emerging singers (SATB) and 2 lute/guitar players 
(applicable instruments include classical guitar, lute, theorbo, archlute, 
baroque guitar) 

●​ We're looking for people in search of coaching and professional performance 
opportunities in both solo and ensemble settings and early music settings, who 
are currently studying on a relevant course or within 3 years of graduating. 

●​ The training programme is free of charge with a modest fee paid for participation 
in professional performances 

●​ You’ll work with internationally renowned musicians and access professional 
mentorship 

●​ You’ll perform alongside singers and players from Vache Baroque in a recital in 
Buckinghamshire and at a concert in a high-profile venue in London 



 

 

STRUCTURE 
During 2 weekend residencies at The Vache in Buckinghamshire, JBYAs will be 
coached in ensembles and as soloists by leading professionals including lutenist and 
guitarist Toby Carr (professor at GSMD). For instrumentalists there will be a focus on 
developing skills in song accompaniment. Masterclass leaders on previous editions of 
the JBYAP programme have included director and singer Thomas Guthrie, soprano 
Joanne Lunn, countertenor Alex Potter, tenor Charles Daniels, and bass-baritone 
Jonathan Howard (formerly of The King's Singers). There will also be movement and 
language sessions, lecture presentations, video recording sessions, a headshot 
photoshoot, and a CV workshop.  
 
Following the residency, the YAs will perform alongside VB singers and players in a 
recital on 22 November in Buckinghamshire and in our ‘Epiphanies’ project 15 - 17 
January 2027 in London. There may be additional opportunities to perform in hospitals 
or care homes as part of our engagement work providing music in care settings. 
 

MENTORSHIP AND LEGACY 
Mentorship and legacy are central to the JBYAP. The wellbeing of each individual is a 
constant consideration, both throughout the residency and during the debriefing and 
feedback process. We continue to support the JBYAs after the completion of the 
programme; participants are considered for future Vache Baroque artistic 
programming, preferentially invited to future open auditions, and recommended for 
external professional opportunities as appropriate. Past Young Artists have gone on to 
work with high-profile companies including Glyndebourne and The Grange Festival. 
 

WHAT PAST JAMES BOWMAN YOUNG ARTISTS SAY 
“...a uniquely positive, supportive and fun learning environment… felt comfortable and 
confident to take feedback on board and take risks in the rehearsals”  
 
“Getting to sing alongside singers whom I admire was an extremely motivating experience” 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MzVy8fz-pXU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MzVy8fz-pXU


 

 

KEY DATES 
Application deadline Sunday 13 September 2026, midnight 
Auditions Tuesday 22 September 2026 
Residency weekends 31 October - 1 November and 21 - 22 November 2026 
Epiphanies project 15 - 17 January 2027 
 

APPLICATION PROCESS 
Thanks to our generous funders and individual donors, the application process and 
participation in the JBYAP residency is free. We will also pay each Young Artist a modest 
fee for their participation in our ‘Epiphanies’ concert. 
 
We expressly welcome applications from those who feel underrepresented in the 
classical music sector. 
 
Deadline: Midnight, Sunday 13 September 2026 
Please note that early applications are encouraged 
 
Please submit an application form here. In your application you will be asked for: 

1.​ A recording or a video of you singing or playing 

2.​ A short description of your performing experience up until now and a little about 
why this project sounds a good fit for you. We aren’t judging your writing - if 
you’d feel more comfortable sending in a video talking about this instead, then 
that’s fine too. 
 

If you are selected for an audition, we’ll ask you to prepare: 
For singers: An aria or song from any era which you think shows off your voice and 
musicianship well! 
For instrumentalists: two pieces of a total maximum length of 10 minutes. If you 
would like, one piece could be a song accompaniment performed with a singer, which 
you will organise yourself.  
 
All excerpts can be performed at A415 or A440; please indicate which pitch you will perform 
at in your application. All audition days will be held in central London, location tbc. 
For more information please get in touch with auditions@vachebaroque.com 

https://forms.gle/nxR267cQAoTcLnYQ8
mailto:auditions@vachebaroque.com

